
LIBRARY LIFE  

A library outranks 

any other one thing 

a community can do 

to benefit its people. 

It is a never failing 

spring in the desert. 

-Andrew Carnegie 

May 1, 2024 

National Museum Day 

National Museum Day is 

on Saturday, May 18th.  

Did you know that the 

Barnes County Museum 

is a branch of the library? 

The museum is a 

valuable resource for 

those researching family 

history as well as the 

history of our area—and 

there are a lot of 

interesting items to see! 

Take time to plan a visit! 

From the Director’s Desk 

Library Life @ VCBC Public Library 
Just as in life in any situation, sometimes things need to change or work 

differently. This is going to be very true for life in the library this summer! With the 

city’s street work project closing 4th Street on the south side of the library and our 

own planned construction beginning soon, library services will be different this 

summer. The good news is that we plan to stay open through all of it!  

There are some things to note though. The west entrance to the library will 

remain closed for the summer or at least until the dome restoration project is 

completed. There is a temporary sidewalk from Central Ave. which patrons can 

utilize to access the doors on the south side of the library. If one chooses to park 

in the library parking lot, you are also welcome to use the green door on the 

north side of the library that is marked “staff.” Access may change again when 

they close the sidewalk for installation of the new sidewalk. We will keep the 

public informed of the best way to access the library when that happens.  

During our roof and restoration project, circulation services will take place in the 

addition which is on the east end of the library. The 1903 portion of the building 

will be closed for the restoration of the dome. We will be housing a portion of the 

library’s collection off site, yet we will still provide patrons access to these items 

by request. We ask patrons to give us at least 24 hrs. to process requests for 

offsite items. While we realize this will most likely limit services in some ways, we 

are totally excited to get our roof fixed so we will no longer need to worry about 

items (and our building) getting damaged by water. We will do our best to 

accommodate our patrons by providing our usual services in the same 

welcoming manner, and to keep the public informed of any changes in access or 

services.  

Changes will begin this Friday, May 3rd with moving the nonfiction and other 

items offsite. We will be open on Friday during the major part of the move, 

however, we do plan to close on Monday, May 6th to complete the move and to 

get everything organized. We want to be sure all circulation services are working 

properly.  

I want to say a special thanks ahead of time to all those who have volunteered to 

help with this move! Your dedication and support to your public library is very 

much appreciated! The importance of this library shows in its more than 10,000 

physical checkouts and the 6,200 digital checkouts by patrons so far this year! In 

the words of Andrew Carnegie, “A library outranks any other one thing a 

community can do to benefit its people. It is a never failing spring in the desert.”  

I encourage you to stop by anytime and see what is happening at your library! 

410 Central Ave. N., Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., & Sat., 10 am -5 pm,  

Tues., & Thurs., 10 am-7 pm.  

Light Up the Library 
Fundraiser!  

Please consider giving a 
donation to help cover the 
cost of the roof and dome 
restoration projects. 
Donations of $500 or 
more  receive a set of 
bookends crafted by Dean 
Pedersen. All gifts are tax 
deductible. Checks can be 
made out to the VCBC 
Foundation and may be 
dropped off at the library, 
mailed, or given to a 
Foundation member. 
Questions? 

Contact Hilde van Gijssel, 
VCBC Board Pres. (240-
462-8785),  

Joseph DeMasi, VCBC 
Foundation Pres. (490-
2705), or  

Anita Tulp, Director (845-
3821) 

Our Goal= $381,000 

Scan the QR code, & 
choose Light Up the  
Library Fundraiser from 
the menu. 

Fun Stats: As of April 30th, the library saved our community $185,275 in 

physical checkouts. As of that same date, a total of 10,185 physical and 6175 

digital checkouts took place. Approximate savings to our patrons for both physical 

and digital media equals $297,598.  

            Adventure Begins at Your Library! 

This year’s Summer Learning Program theme is Adventure Begins at Your 

Library! Join us on Tuesday, May 28th from 4-6 pm in the library parking lot for 

our Kickoff event featuring an Around the World Adventure. All ages are 

welcome to register for Summer Learning. Come to the kickoff event and any 

other library program to earn library dollars. Read for at least 15 minutes per 

day and earn one library dollar per week of reading (Sunday-Saturday). 

Participants must register, yet you can register anytime during the summer. 

Start earning library dollars the day you register! You will receive your reading 

tracker (summer calendar) when you register. The calendar will also tell you 

about library programs scheduled during the summer. You must keep this 

calendar in order to earn library dollars. The Summer Learning Store will be 

located downstairs and is stocked and ready for you to spend your earned 

library dollars! This program promotes reading literacy and fun for all! 


